
   READING AND TH E AGE    
   OF GLADSTONE 
 
    CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 

 
FRI DAY 23RD JAN UARY 
 
1.00pm onwards: Registration 
 
2.15-2.30pm:   Welcome (Juliet John and Matthew Bradley) 
 
2.30-3.30pm:  Panel 1 

Room 1: Reading and Religion 
Michael Wheeler (independent): ÔBiblical literary then and now: 
the case of Victorian cultureÕ 
Andrew John Hobbs (Central Lancashire): ÔLate 19th Century 
Roman Catholic Newspaper Readers as Correspondence Column 
ControversialistsÕ 

 
Room 2: Evidence from the Libraries 

   Beth Palmer (Leeds), ÔReading at the Royal Colonial InstituteÕ  
Karen Attar (Senate House Library): ÔAugustus de Morgan: His 
Reading, His LibraryÕ 

 
3.30-4.15pm:   Afternoon Refreshments 
 
4.15pm-5.30pm: Panel 2 
   Room 1: Some New Approaches to Victorian Reading 

Paul Dobraszcyk (Reading): ÒGive in your accountÕ: reading 
Victorian census formsÕ 
Vicky Millswaite (Birkbeck): ÔBibliomania, the Male Body and 
Properties of Touch in Late Nineteenth Century LiteratureÕ 
Mark Llewellyn (Liverpool): ÔOn the Ethics of (Re) Reading the 
VictoriansÕ 

  
Room 2: Forbidden Reading, Forbidden Readings 
Arnold Hunt (British Library): ÔGladstoneÕs PornographyÕ 
Serena Trowbridge (Birmingham City), ÔLizzie with an open heart, 
Laura in an absent dream: Re-readings of Goblin MarketÕ 
Jennifer Santos (Virginia Military Institute): ÔGendering Gothic 
for Unruly Readers: Self-Censorship in Victorian GothicÕ 

 
5.30-5.45pm:  Break 
 



5.45-6.45pm:  Keynote: Philip Davis (Liverpool) 
title tbc 

 
7-8pm:   Dinner 
 
8.15-9pm:  Discussion session 
 
 
SATURDAY 24TH JANU ARY 
 
8.30-9.15am:  Breakfast 
 
9.15-10.15am: Keynote: Simon Eliot (University of London) 

ÔGladstone and the University Press in OxfordÕ 
 
10.15-10.30am:  Break 
 
10.30-11am:  GladCAT introduction and demonstration (Matthew Bradley) 
 
11-11.30am:  Morning Refreshments 
 
11.30-12.45pm: Panel 4  

Room 1: Reading Across Disciplines (panel, Cambridge 
Victorian Studies Group)  
Adelene Buckland, ÔRocks and their Readers: Adam Sedgwick, 
Walter Scott and the Problem of NarrativeÕ 
Michael Ledger Lomas, ÔHow Caroline Helstone read Saint Paul: 
Commentaries as evidence in Victorian BritainÕ 
Sadiah Qureshi, ÔReading EphemeraÕ  
 
Room 2: Literacy Matters 

   Dinah Birch (Liverpool): ÔLearning from ReadingÕ 
Helen Rogers (Liverpool John Moores): ÔStoring the Mind: 
Learning to Read in an Early Victorian GaolÕ 
Sheila Cordner (Boston): ÔVictorian Reading on and off the PageÕ 

 
12.45-1.30pm:  Lunch 
 
1.30-2.30pm:  Panel 5 

Room 1: Collecting Evidence of Victorian Readers and 
Reading: The View from RED (panel, RED team) 
Bob Owens (Open University): Introduction to the Reading 
Experience Database 
Shafquat Towheed (Open University): ÔAn Exemplary Victorian 
Reader? An Examination of Vernon LeeÕs commonplace books 
1887-1900Õ 
Rosalind Crone (Open University): ÔRevisiting the Victorian 
Reading PublicÕ  
 
Room 2: The Victorians outside the Academy (panel, The 
Reader Magazine) 



Clare Williams, Wendy Kay (The Reader Magazine, Liverpool): ÔA 
Centre of Light: The Value of Reading the Victorians in an Open 
Community SettingÕ 

 
2.30-2.45pm:  Break 
 
2.45-3.45pm:  Keynote: Kate Flint (Rutgers) 
     ÔTravelling ReadersÕ 

 
3.45-4.15pm:  Afternoon Refreshments 
 
4.15-5.30pm:  Panel 6 

Room 1: Popular Reading 
Glenda Norquay (Liverpool John Moores): ÒThe beast whom we 
feedÓ: Stevenson and Reading Pleasure  
Kellyanne Ure (Brigham Young University): ÒMake it populous 
with booksÓ: The Circulation of De QuinceyÕs Confessions of an 
English Opium-Eater 
Charlotte Unsworth (Manchester): ÒHow lovely to be an actressÕ: 
Hall CaineÕs The ChristianÕ 
 
Room 2: Gladstone as Reader 
Ruth Clayton Windscheffel (St HildaÕs, Oxford): ÔGladstone the 
politician and readerÕ 
Ronald Quinault (London Metropolitan): ÔGladstoneÕs reading on 
warÕ 
Kenneth Startup: ÒA Hideous SolecismÕ: William Ewart 
Gladstone, reading, and remembering the Old SouthÕ 

 
5.30-6.30pm:  Keynote: Malcolm Andrews (Kent) 

ÔTo write a book in company: Dickens, 
 serialization and public readingÕ 

 
6.30-7pm:  Drinks 
 
7-8pm:   Dinner 
 
 
SUN DAY 25TH JAN UARY 
 
8.30-9.00am:  Breakfast 
 
9.00-10.00am:  Keynote: David Bebbington (Stirling) 

ÔGladstoneÕs Reading and GladstoneÕs PreachingÕ
  

10.00am-11am:  Panel 7 
   Room 1: Dickens and Reading 

Juliet John (Liverpool) ÔComing Face to Face with Multitudes: 
Dickens;Õs Public ReadingsÕ 
Jenny Hartley (Roehampton) ÔDickens and the Reader in Prison: 
The Book in the CellÕ 



 
 
Room 2: Private Writing and Private Reading 
Catherine Delafield (Leicester): ÒSomething like nothingÕ: Reading 
WomenÕs Diaries in the 1890s 
Stephen Colclough (Bangor): ÔReading and the Domestic Space in 
the 1830s and 40sÕ 

 
11.-11.20am:  Morning Refreshments 
 
11.20-12.20pm: Panel 8 

Room 1: Reading and the Novel 
Deborah Wynne (Chester): ÔGeorge Eliot Brought to BookÕ 
Rebecca Welshman (Exeter): ÔJefferies, Hardy and the Imaginative 
Reading of NatureÕ 
 

12.20-12.30pm: Final Discussion/Summary 
 

12.30-1.30pm:  Lunch and Departure 


